
 
MINUTES OF THE CANANDAIGUA CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2019 7:00 P.M. 

City Council Chambers 

Hurley Building – 205 Saltonstall St., Canandaigua NY 

City Website: canandaiguanewyork.gov 

 

Pledge of Allegiance:    
 

Roll Call:  
 

Members Present: Councilmember Ward 1 Nick Cutri  

 Councilmember Ward 2 Robert Palumbo 

 Councilmember Ward 3 Karen White  

 Councilmember Ward 4 Renée Sutton 

 Councilmember-at-Large Robert O’Brien 

 Councilmember-at-Large James Terwilliger  

 Councilmember-at-Large Stephen Uebbing 

 Councilmember-at-Large David Whitcomb 

 Mayor Ellen Polimeni 

 

Also Present: City Manager, John Goodwin 

 City Clerk-Treasurer Nancy C. Abdallah  

 Corporation Counsel Terence Robinson, Boylan Code 

 Assistant City Manager Rob Richardson 

 

Review of Community Core Values: Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing read the Community Core 

Values: As residents, city staff and appointed & elected officials of the City of Canandaigua, our decisions 

and actions will be guided by these core values: Responsive, Participatory Governance; Caring & Respect; 

Integrity; Heritage; Stewardship; and Continuous Improvement.  
 

Mayor Polimeni stated that this is the first meeting in the newly renovated Hurley Building Conference 

room and thanked City staff for making this happen. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Will be approved at the next Council meeting. 

   

Recognition of Guests:  
• Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo read Resolution 2019-012 recognizing and thanking Waste Water 

Plant Treatment Operator Michael “Mutt” Coyne for his 24 years of service.  He could not be in 

attendance at the meeting.  

• Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger read Resolution 2019-013 recognizing and thanking Parts and 

Service Manager Donn Frarey for his 32 years of service.  Donn was in attendance at the meeting to 

be recognized and thanked by City Council.  

• Jen Sainsbury, parent of a senior at Canandaigua Academy came to speak to the Council of an event 

by the Canandaigua Academy Music Department.  The Canandaigua Academy Chamber Choir has 

been invited to participate in a performance of “The Music of Eric Whitacre” at Carnegie Hall. The 

students will join other choirs from around the world to form the Distinguished Concerts Singers 

International, a choir of distinction on April 28, 2019.  They have been raising funds for the trip and 

close to their goal.  There currently is a can and bottle drive at high school or can be dropped off at 

the redemption center.  
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• Ralph Calabrese, Clark St. Canandaigua NY, talked about the City’s neglect to keep the main sewers 

open which resulted in raw sewage in his basement.  He made a claim to the City’s insurance 

company, which after an investigation, denied the claim.   He feels that the City is responsible for the 

clean up and damages as a result of this problem because the City did not take care of the problem 

and will go to small claims court if he has to.  Why do we pay taxes for if not to take care of the 

constituents?  Mayor Polimeni stated that this is the first that they have heard of this so it should be 

put on the finance agenda for further discussion with DPW. 

 

Committee Reports:   

 
Planning/Development Committee Meeting:  

March 5, 2019 (Appendix A) 

• DRI (Downtown Redevelopment Initiative) 

• Bridge NY RFP 

• Community Garden 

• Strategic Plan Review 

 

Environmental/Parks Committee Meeting:  

February 12, 2019: (Appendix B) 

• Humane Society Concerns 

• Resolution Supporting Lake Friendly Lawn Care Initiative 

• Buffalo Street Drainage Concerns  

• Proposed Bottle Bill 

 

Ordinance/PUD Committee Meeting:  

February 19, 2019 (Appendix C) 

• Ordinance Reducing Single-Use Plastics 

• Local Development Corporation 

 

Finance/Budget Committee Meeting:  

February 26, 2019 (Appendix D) 

• Habitat Fuel Agreement 

• Funding for Lake Friendly Lawn Care Initiative 

• Tom’s Mobil (267 South Main Street) Demolition Appropriation  

• Budget Amendment – Repair Fire Department Apparatus T281 

• Assessment Challenge Settlements (CNB, Rite Aid and TimFox Properties) 

• Review of Financial Policies 

 

 

Resolutions:  

 

Resolution #2019-012 
Moved: Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo  

Seconded: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri     

 

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND THANKING  

WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT LABORER MICHAEL “MUTT” COYNE 

FOR HIS 24 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITY OF CANANDAIGUA 
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WHEREAS, Michael “Mutt” Coyne has served the City of Canandaigua since July 5, 1994 as a 

Waste Water Treatment Facility Laborer and will celebrate his retirement on March 28, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, during his 24+ years Mutt has ensured that the natural resources of the City and 

downstream region were constantly protected by the effective operation of the Waste Water Treatment Plant; 

and   

 

WHEREAS, during his tenure Mutt has happily greeted and helped anyone who visited the Waste 

Water Treatment Plant, especially multiple tours of students each year; and 

  

WHEREAS, Mutt has served under six City Managers, one Mayor, and thirteen City Councils; and 

 

WHEREAS, during his distinguished career Mutt has performed his duties with dedication and 

professionalism, and has won the respect and admiration of the community, his peers and coworkers; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Canandaigua City Council, on behalf of the 

residents of the City of Canandaigua, does hereby recognize and thank Michael “Mutt” Coyne, for his 24+ 

years of dedicated service to the City of Canandaigua and wishes him many happy years of retirement. 

 

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote (9-0) 

 

 

Resolution #2019-013 
Moved: Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger      

Seconded: Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing  

 
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND THANKING  

PARTS AND SERVICE MANAGER DONN FRAREY 

FOR HIS 32 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITY OF CANANDAIGUA 

 

WHEREAS, Donn Frarey has served the City of Canandaigua since March 10, 1986 as the Parts and 

Service Manager at the Department of Public Works Central Garage and celebrated his retirement on 

February 28, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, during his 32+ years Donn has always done much more for the City than just run the 

central shop, providing additional support to DPW and the City in several other capacities; and 

 

WHEREAS, these areas included building HVAC maintenance, the computer network, and the 

telephone systems- essentially all things small and electronic were sent his way for investigation and repair; 

and   

 

WHEREAS, Donn has served under seven City Managers, two Mayors, and seventeen City 

Councils; and 

 

WHEREAS, during his distinguished career Donn has performed his duties with dedication and 

professionalism, and has won the respect and admiration of the community, his peers and coworkers; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Canandaigua City Council, on behalf of the 

residents of the City of Canandaigua, does hereby recognize and thank Donn Frarey for his 32+ years of 

dedicated service to the City of Canandaigua and wishes him many happy years of retirement. 

 
Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote (9-0) 

 

Resolution #2019-014 
Moved: Councilmember Ward 3 White      

Seconded: Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton      

 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A JOINT CITY/TOWN  

LAKE FRIENDLY LAWN CARE INITIATIVE 

 

 WHEREAS, Canandaigua Lake is considered to be one of the most important assets to our region by 

providing drinking water for over 70,000 residents, a vital regional tourism driver that generates millions of 

dollars annually for our communities, a major recreational destination for boaters, swimmers and fisherman, 

a major tax base for our local schools and communities with over a billion dollars of assessed shoreline 

property value, along with providing incredible scenic beauty and ecological significance to the region; and 

 

WHEREAS, Canandaigua Lake is a source of substantial pride to our community and its protection 

is of the highest priority; and 

 

WHEREAS, the recent Harmful Algal Blooms have intensified the need to implement the 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Management Plan in order to reduce the negative impact from a wide 

spectrum of land use practices; and 

 

WHEREAS, one of the many potential sources of nutrients and pesticides that threaten Canandaigua 

Lake that is identified in the plan are from lawn care practices on residential, municipal and commercial 

lawns; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and Town of Canandaigua are leaders in the comprehensive effort to protect 

Canandaigua Lake through the implementation of a wide array of water quality projects, programs and 

regulations; and  

 

  WHEREAS, the City and Town of Canandaigua have adopted lake friendly lawn care practices that 

has eliminated the use of pesticides and curtailed the use of fertilizers on municipally owned land by utilizing 

Integrated Pest Management principles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and Town of Canandaigua are interested in partnering and enhancing ongoing 

educational efforts by the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association and Watershed Council to educate the 

public on lake friendly lawn care practices; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and Town of Canandaigua have organized a Keep Canandaigua Lake Clean- 

Education Focus Committee with representatives from the City, Town, Watershed Council, Watershed 

Association and the Canandaigua Chamber of Commerce to formulate a variety of educational strategies to 

reach important target audiences; and 

 

WHEREAS, the initial focus of the Committee will be to develop a comprehensive lake friendly 

lawn care strategy that reaches both residential landowners and the large institutional/commercial landowners 

in the City and Town of Canandaigua and ultimately all landowners in the Canandaigua Lake watershed; and 
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WHEREAS, each of the partners are being asked to provide both technical and financial assistance 

to support this partnership effort; and 

 

WHEREAS, this policy was reviewed by the Environmental Committee at its February 12th meeting 

and was recommended for City Council/Town Board approval;   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Canandaigua City Council and the Canandaigua 

Town Board that the City of Canandaigua and Town of Canandaigua hereby supports the Lake Friendly 

Lawn Care Initiative and will provide both technical and financial assistance to support the partnership effort 

to educate residents, institutions and commercial landowners on lake friendly lawn care practices. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-015 
Moved: Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing        

Seconded: Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb  

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT AND APPROPRIATING FUNDING TO SUPPORT 

THE LAKE FRIENDLY LAWN CARE INITIATIVE 

 

WHEREAS, in conjunction with the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association (CLWA) Outreach 

Committee, the City and Town of Canandaigua have been working to develop a Lake Friendly Lawn Care 

Initiative to educate residents, institutions and commercial landowners on lake friendly lawn care practices; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, at its March 7th meeting, City Council passed Resolution #2019-014 supporting this 

joint City/Town Lake Friendly Lawn Care Initiative and pledging both technical and financial assistance to 

support the partnership effort; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Adopted 2019 Budget included funding earmarked to protect the health, welfare and 

safety of the public drinking water and recreational resource by educating the general public about methods 

of lawn care that will lessen the impact on the water quality of Canandaigua Lake; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Watershed Association is able and willing to provide an educational program 

through its Lake Friendly Lawn Care Program and has requested $2,500 for such a program; and 

 

WHEREAS, this proposal was reviewed and approved at the February 26th Finance/Budget 

Committee Meeting;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, City Council hereby approves a contract with the 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association and appropriates $2,500 for Lake Friendly Lawn Care Program. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   



  City of  Canandaigua Council Meeting March  7, 2019  

 

Page 6 of 25 

 

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-016 
Moved: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri         

Seconded: Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo  

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A MOTOR FUEL PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR HABITAT 

FOR HUMANITY OF ONTARIO COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity of Ontario County has requested permission to purchase 

fuel from the City of Canandaigua; and 

 

WHEREAS, serving a population base of approximately 110,000, including the residents that live 

in City of Canandaigua, Habitat has been a community partner assisting the most vulnerable members in 

our community through a variety of initiatives since 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has a similar agreement with the Finger Lakes Community College, the 

Canandaigua Emergency Squad, and the Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation District for all fuels 

acquired at the City’s fueling facility at the City’s cost plus $0.03 per gallon for a five (5) year term, with 

the option to extend the agreement for an additional five (5) year term upon mutual consent of both parties 

at the end of the term; and 

 

WHEREAS, the requested fuel supply agreement was reviewed and approved by the 

Finance/Budget Committee at its February 26th meeting; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby authorizes the 

City Manager to execute the attached Motor Fuel Purchase Agreement with the Habitat for 

Humanity of Ontario County for a five (5) year term; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the agreement may be extended upon mutual consent of 

the parties for an additional five (5) year period at the end of the term. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-017 
Moved: Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien       

Seconded: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri         

 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR DEMOLITION AT  

267 SOUTH MAIN STREET- TOM’S MOBIL 
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WHEREAS, at its December 6th meeting, Council unanimously passed Resolution #2018-097 

authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with the New York Environmental Protection and 

Spill Compensation Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the agreement requires the City to be responsible for demolishing the structures at 

Tom’s Mobil, and split the proceeds from the sale of the property 50/50 in exchange for releasing the City 

and any future interested parties from any liability related to the contamination remediation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the agreement also involves the NYSDEC being responsible for environmental 

remediation of the site; and 

 

WHEREAS, to prepare for the demolition of the structures the City issued an RFP for the completion 

of an asbestos and other hazardous materials pre-demolition survey and develop the required documentation 

to satisfy all State and Federal regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, an RFP was opened February 6th, and the lowest responsible bid was submitted by AEG 

Environmental Group, located at 919 South Winton Rd #205 in Rochester, NY for a total cost of $2,500; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff recommends awarding the contract to AEG for an amount not to exceed $2,500, 

but no funds have been appropriated by City Council for the pre-demolition survey or hazardous material 

abatement and demolition.  

 

WHEREAS, as such, City staff recommends that City Council appropriate a total of $30,000 from 

contingency to be utilized for the pre-demolition survey as well as any other costs associated with abatement 

and demolition; and 

 

WHEREAS, this proposal was reviewed and approved at the February 26th Finance/Budget 

Committee meeting; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to 

execute a contract with AEG Environmental Group, located at 919 South Winton Rd #205 in Rochester, NY 

for pre-demolition services for a total cost not to exceed $2,500; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, City Council hereby appropriates a total of $30,000 from 

contingency to be utilized for the pre-demolition survey and as well as any other costs associated with 

abatement and demolition. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

 

Resolution #2019-018 
Moved: Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton        

Seconded: Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing          

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR THE REPAIR OF T281 
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WHEREAS, after the structure fire that occurred on January 27, 2019 at 1936 County Road 10, the 

Fire Department was putting Tower Ladder Truck 281 back into service when the motor blew black smoke 

and broke down; and 

 

WHEREAS, T281 was towed to a repair shop which determined that the motor needs to be repaired 

or replaced; and 

 

WHEREAS, the quotes for these repairs total $43,703.97, which is more than the amount allocated 

to the Fire Department for preventative maintenance and repairs for fire apparatus and vehicles in the 2019 

Adopted Budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, as this is a significant repair, it is appropriate to fund the repair out of the Capital Fund; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, City Staff is recommending a capital budget amendment transferring $44,000 from the 

Capital Reserve to the Capital Fund for this repair; and 

 

WHEREAS, this proposal was reviewed and approved at the February 26th Finance/Budget 

Committee meeting;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, City Council hereby authorizes a capital budget 

amendment transferring $44,000 from the Capital Reserve to the Capital Fund for the repair of T281. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-019 
Moved: Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien          

Seconded: Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb           

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND PAYMENT- TIMFOX PROPERTIES, LLC 

 

 WHEREAS, TimFox Properties, LLC commenced tax assessment review proceedings against the 

City pursuant to Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law relating to the City of Canandaigua tax parcel 84.18-

1-23.1 (10 Booth Street); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City and TimFox Properties, LLC have entered into a Stipulation of Settlement 

providing for the voluntary settlement and discontinuance of these proceedings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the settlement requires a refund of $3,210.07 for tax payments made in 2014-2015, 

2015-2016, 2016-2017, and 2017-2018; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff recommended appropriating these funds from contingency, and said 

recommendation was reviewed and approved at the February 26th Finance/Budget Committee meeting; 
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that the 

Clerk/Treasurer is authorized to transfer funds from contingency to refund the appropriate tax payment to 

TimFox Properties, LLC, in the amount of $3,210.07. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-020 
Moved: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri           

Seconded: Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo        

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND PAYMENT-  

CANANDAIGUA NATIONAL BANK AND TRUST 

 

 WHEREAS, Canandaigua National Bank and Trust (CNB) commenced tax assessment review 

proceedings against the City pursuant to Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law relating to the City of 

Canandaigua tax parcels 84.45-1-9.1 (72 South Main Street) and 84.45-1-8 (56 South Main Street); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City and CNB have entered into a Stipulation of Settlement providing for the 

voluntary settlement and discontinuance of these proceedings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the settlement requires a refund of $46,917.54 for tax payments made in 2014-2015, 

2015-2016, 2017-2018, and 2018-2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff recommended appropriating these funds from contingency, and said 

recommendation was reviewed and approved at the February 26th Finance/Budget Committee meeting; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that the 

Clerk/Treasurer is authorized to transfer funds from contingency to refund the appropriate tax payment to 

Canandaigua National Bank and Trust in the amount of $46,917.54. 

 

Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger abstained from voting because he is an Officer of Canandaigua 

National Bank.  

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, 

Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-021 
Moved: Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger           

Seconded: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri        

 
A RESOLUTION UPDATING THE CITY OF CANANDAIGUA  

BUDGET AMENDMENT POLICY 
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WHEREAS, the annual budget adopted by the City of Canandaigua City Council shall be considered 

a controlled spending plan for the ensuing year which authorizes the City Manger to make expenditure 

commitments in accordance with the policies of the City Council, Charter and State Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Canandaigua’s Budget Amendment Policy was developed to ensure that, if 

changes occur in the spending plan of the City, an amendment to the budget is required prior to commitment 

of the expenditure to ensure that an adequate appropriation has been provided; and 

 

WHEREAS, after reviewing the City’s current Budget Amendment Policy, the Clerk/Treasurer and 

City manager recommended updating it to reflect the changes in substantially the same form as attached 

hereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, these recommendations proposed to update the Budget Amendment Policy were 

reviewed and approved at the February 26th Finance/Budget Committee Meeting; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by City Council that the attached updated Budget 

Amendment Policy is hereby adopted. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-022 
Moved: Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo            

Seconded: Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing         

 
A RESOLUTION SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING ON CDBG GRANT PROJECT STATUS – 

NOLAN’S ON THE LAKE  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Canandaigua plans on submitting a final annual performance report for 

Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) Project #165ED896-17 – Nolan’s on the Lake; and 

 

WHEREAS, the submission of such a final annual performance report requires that a public hearing 

be held to obtain citizen views regarding any aspect to the project to the project’s implementation including 

but not limited to any construction, financing, and employment opportunities resulting form the project; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Canandaigua that a 

public hearing shall be held in the City Council Chambers, Hurley Building, 205 Saltonstall Street, 

Canandaigua, New York during the meeting held at 7:00 p.m. on April 4, 2019 to discuss the implementation 

of the project that received CDBG funding from the New York State Office of Community Renewal Project 

#165ED896-17 – Nolan’s on the Lake to obtain citizen views regarding any aspect to the project to the 

project’s implementation including but not limited to any construction, financing, and employment 

opportunities resulting from the project; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall cause notice to be given and published as 

required by law. 

 

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote (9-0)  
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Resolution #2019-023 
Moved: Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing             

Seconded: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri          

 
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR GRANT WRITING SERVICES RELATED TO 

THE DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE 

 

WHEREAS, for the last three years, the City of Canandaigua has submitted applications for the 

Downtown Revitalization initiative (DRI) in an effort to secure $10,000,000 from New York State to fund 

various projects Downtown; and 

 

WHEREAS, despite being a finalist each of those years, the City’s application was not selected and 

the funding was awarded to other municipalities; and 

 

WHEREAS, at the February 5th Planning/Development Committee meeting, Council asked Staff to 

send out an RFP to determine what it would cost to have a professional consultant assist the City with this 

year’s DRI application and presentation; and 

 

WHEREAS, two proposals were received and reviewed by Staff, with the lowest responsible bid for 

the scope of services needed was submitted by the MRB Group, located at 145 Culver Road #160 in 

Rochester, NY for an amount not to exceed $8,625; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff recommends contracting the MRB Group to assist in the DRI Application 

submission process, however no funds were budgeted for these services; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff recommends using contingency to fund these services, and these 

recommendations were reviewed and approved at the March 5th Planning/Development Committee meeting; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that City Council hereby appropriates $8,625 from 

contingency and authorizes the City Manager to enter into a professional services contract with MRB Group, 

located at 145 Culver Road #160 in Rochester, NY, for an amount not to exceed $8,625 to assist with the 

City’s Downtown Revitalization Initiative application. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Resolution #2019-024 
Moved: Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton  

Seconded: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri          

 
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR ENGINEERING AND GRANT WRITING 

SERVICES RELATED TO THE BRIDGENY GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works has identified the need to replace a culvert on Buffalo 

Street and a potential funding source for said replacement is available through the BridgeNY program; and 
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WHEREAS, Staff met with the MRB Group to determine the costs to perform engineering and grant 

writing services to assist the City with this infrastructure grant application; and 

 

WHEREAS, the total proposed cost for these services is $4,800, and Staff recommends awarding a 

contract to the MRB Group to assist the City with this infrastructure grant application; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff recommends contracting the MRB Group for the engineering and grant writing 

services for its BridgeNY application, however no funds were budgeted for these services; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff recommends using contingency to fund these services, and these 

recommendations were reviewed and approved at the March 5th Planning/Development Committee meeting; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that City Council hereby appropriates $4,800 from 

continency and authorizes the City Manager to enter into a professional services contract with MRB Group 

for an amount not to exceed $4,800 for engineering and grant writing services for the City’s BridgeNY 

application. 

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 

 

Ordinances:  

 

Ordinance #2019-001:  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 648-21 ENTITLED PARKING, STANDING, AND 

STOPPING RESTRICTIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 

 

Lift from the Table: 

Moved: Councilmember Ward 3 White                        

Seconded:  Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton   

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote (9-0) 
 

Amendment:  Councilmember Ward 3 White moved to make this ordinance effective immediately due to public safety.  

Council Member Ward 1 Cutri seconded the amendment. 

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote (9-0)  

 

Vote on Amended Ordinance: 

Moved: Councilmember Ward 3 White                        

Seconded:  Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton   
 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 
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Ordinance #2019-002:  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 161 OF THE CITY CODE RELATIVE TO THE CITY 

OF CANANDAIGUA, PURCHASING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES. 
 

Lift from the Table: 

Moved: Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb                         

Seconded:  Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton   

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote (9-0) 
 

Vote on Ordinance: 

Moved: Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb                         

Seconded:  Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton   

 

The motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY on the following vote:   

AYES: Council Member Ward 1 Cutri, Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo, Councilmember Ward 3 White, 

Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton, Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien, Councilmember-at-Large Terwilliger, 

Councilmember-at-Large Uebbing, Councilmember-at-Large Whitcomb and Mayor Polimeni.   

NOES:   None 
 

Local Laws:  None 
 

Manager's Report:   City Manager John D. Goodwin reported the following: 

• Public Safety Officials rescued a man from the water earlier this month.  It has been pretty well 

reported about the good work our fire rescue did but what wasn’t well reported is the work Police 

Officer Raymond did to risk his life to provide a flotation device to the man.  This was pivotal in 

saving his life.  This was a great effort by all of our public safety personnel.   
 

Appointments:  None 
 

Miscellaneous:  

• Mayor Polimeni read a letter from the Arbor Day Foundation congratulating the City of Canandaigua 

on earning recognition of 2019 Tree City USA. 

• Mayor Polimeni read a proclamation in support of International Women’s Day. 

• Councilmember-at-Large O’Brien gave a report on the Comprehensive Plan Committee. 

• Council Member Ward 2 Palumbo asked about asking DOT to fix bumps on Main St.  City Manager 

John D. Goodwin said we are not on the DOT schedule anytime soon but we will be doing 

maintenance on our own.  

• Councilmember Ward 4 Sutton talked about a community group of volunteers to make homeowners 

along Sucker Brook aware of a grant opportunity from DEC for a free bag of plants to help reduce 

erosion along Sucker Brook. 
 

Adjournment 
Council Member Ward 1 Cutri moved to adjourn the regular session at 8:56 PM.   Council Member Ward 2 

Palumbo the motion. 

Vote Result: Carried unanimously by voice vote (9-0). 

 

 

   

Nancy C. Abdallah, Clerk Treasurer 

City of Canandaigua  
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APPENDIX A 

PLANNING/DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers- The Hurley Building 
 

Committee: Robert O’Brien, Chair, Bob Palumbo, Steve Uebbing, Renée Sutton 
 

Other Councilmembers: Mayor Polimeni, Nick Cutri, Karen White, Jim Terwilliger 

 

Staff: John D. Goodwin, Rob Richardson, Terence Robinson 
 

 
 

1. DRI RFP Discussion 

For the last three years, the City of Canandaigua has submitted applications for the Downtown 

Revitalization initiative (DRI) in an effort to secure $10,000,000 from New York State to fund various 

projects Downtown. Despite being a finalist each of those years, the City’s application was not selected 

and the funding was awarded to other municipalities. At the February 5th Planning/Development 

Committee meeting, Council asked Staff to send out an RFP to determine what it would cost to have a 

professional consultant assist the City with this year’s DRI application and presentation. Two proposals 

were received, one from Fairweather Consulting ($17,200) and one from MRB Group ($8,625) which 

have been reviewed by Staff, and based on this review Staff has invited Matt Horn from MRB Group to 

discuss their proposal with City Council and assist in determining whether a consultant is needed. 
 

Robert provided a brief synopsis of the agenda item. Matt Horn was at the meeting to discuss the 

proposal from the MRB Group. John added that we haven’t decided to use a consultant- we were just 

pricing the market. Money for this has not been budgeted so we would need to find the resources to pay 

for these services. Matt stated that he has been both an applicant and judge for this process, and it’s a 

pretty consistent panel. The DRI is intended for communities “on the verge,” and we are an attractive 

municipality for this kind of award. The applications submitted have been very strong, and he wants to 

line these up against winning applications to see where we can improve. He would also like to engage 

with the comprehensive planning committee to show our application aligns with the City’s growth 

strategies. We need to fine tune our messaging to become a finalist and strengthen our presentation to put 

us over the top. He also suggests we need to boost up public engagement to show the community 

supports the proposed projects. Their bid is reflective of the fact that we have a strong application 

already- we’re saying the right things and our proposals are strong. We need to present in such a way that 

show the panel why this is our time to win, but in an authentic and genuine way. At this point every 

second counts, and we need to get started as soon as possible.  

 

Renée asked how many people would be working on this, and Matt said there would be a 5-7 team. 

Renée asked if this proposal includes all costs, and he said it would not exceed the proposed cost. Steve 

asked how they intend to do all this for the proposed cost, and Matt said offered a reduced rate because 

they believe in our application and his boss said they should invest in Canandaigua. The Mayor asked 

who the grant writers are (Emily Palumbos and Maura Fox), and if they will be using the applications 

we’ve submitted before. Matt said yes- they are strong applications we can build off of. The Mayor asked 

if it was even worth submitting an application, and Matt said we are doing well but those dollars are 

going to go somewhere else if it doesn’t go here. We can win if we don’t enter the race. The Mayor asked 

how much politics is involved in the selection of the winner, and Matt said each application is scored 

independently by each member but he really doesn’t know what people think so it comes down to Finger 

Lakes EDC. The application and presentation are a-political, but that isn’t the entire process. Jim thinks 

we are missing an opportunity if we don’t move forward with the proposal. Mike Yarger asked if MRB 
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could guarantee they wouldn’t work with other municipalities, and Matt said he can’t but they would be 

separate work teams.  

 

Steve moved to accept the proposal, Bob Seconded. 

 

4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

Bob moved to fund this out of contingency, Renée seconded. 

 

4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

  
 

2. Bridge NY RFP 

At the February 12th Environmental/Parks Committee, several residents turned up to discuss their 

concerns regarding drainage on Buffalo Street- in particular, continually having to run sump pumps to 

mitigate the water leaking into basements. Jim Abraham, Coordinator of Public Works, along with Kevin 

Olvany reviewed the drainage system and hydrology of the area. There were some maintenance issues 

identified and will be resolved this spring; however, the root cause of concerns is a naturally high 

groundwater table in this area of the City and maintenance/improvements to the drainage system will 

have a diminutive impact. One potential approach to addressing some of these concerns is to rebuild the 

culvert, and there is grant funding available through the BridgeNY program. Staff approached the MRB 

Group to assist the City with this infrastructure grant application. This item was added to the agenda to 

determine if Council wants to pursue these services. 
 

John provided a brief synopsis of the agenda item. MRB has done drainage studies for us on this specific 

area, and has had success writing BridgeNY grants in the past. John recommends funding the $4,800 

from contingency. Steve asked if we could take money from one of the reserves- this is for a capital issue 

and if we could legally fund from somewhere else it wouldn’t drain contingency. John said we could 

make a case to fund it out of Capital Reserves. The Mayor asked if Kevin Olvany could be involved in 

the grant or partner with him to write a proposal. John said he has not spoken to Kevin about it. John 

clarified these funds would only be used on public property- not the chosen spot pond or Constellation 

property. Chris Felix is happy to see Council pursuing this so quickly- he’s owned his house 3 years and 

water damage has cost him $20,000 already. John said this won’t solve the problem but hopefully it will 

help. He will also continue to talk to the Chosen Spot and Constellation to get their help. Karen thinks we 

need to pursue the private property owners- will the chip in for the project? John pointed out the culvert 

still needs to be replaced, and this grant will help offset the cost. 

 

Steve moved to accept MRBs proposal, Renée seconded. 

 

4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

Steve asked how long the ground water has been continuing to get worse, and if the development at Pac-

Tiv and Constellation has had an impact on the increased water table. If this is a fairly new issue, can 

homeowners pursue damages. Terence said only if they’re using artificial means to drain. John went back 

to the fact that regardless the culvert needs to be rebuilt.  

 
 

3. Community Garden 

The City of Canandaigua’s 2018 DRI Application included a proposal to place a Community Garden 

Downtown. While the City was not awarded funding, there is still interest among some Councilmembers 

to pursue this project. This item was added to the agenda at the request of Planning/Development 

Committee Chair Robert O’Brien for further discussion. 
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 Robert wants to see if we can move this forward, and asked John what property we were looking to use. 

John said the one across from Rio- it’s a green space we own downtown. John added various groups have 

tried this and it hasn’t worked. It’s a community garden, and it would need to be maintained by the 

community- not the City. We need to make sure we have committed groups, and we also have not 

appropriated any money for this project. The Mayor asked Matt Horn to speak to the Geneva community 

garden. He added the gardens are on non-profit property and there is now a network of gardens operated 

by independent groups. These groups solicited donations for materials and worked weekends to build the 

gardens. He said big box retailers may be willing to donate raw materials. The Mayor recommends 

contacting Geneva to see how they went about setting these up. The Mayor said the process would likely 

be similar to the Skate Park.  
 

4. Strategic Plan Review 

City Council requested a review of the most recent Strategic Plan, which is attached to this agenda. 

Updates on each item were provided by Staff, and this item was added to the agenda to review these 

updates. 
 

John reviewed the strategic plan. He was only able to get through the first 4 pages of the plan. 

 
 

Renée motioned to adjourn to Executive Session, Bob seconded. 

 

Meeting adjourned to Executive Session at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Renée motioned to close, Bob seconded. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
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APPENDIX B 
ENVIRONMENTAL/PARKS COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

7:00 PM 

Wood Library  

 
Committee:  Karen White- Chair, Bob Palumbo (Absent), Renée Sutton, Dave Whitcomb  

 
Other Councilmembers: Mayor Polimeni, Jim Terwilliger, Steve Uebbing  

 

Staff: John D. Goodwin, Rob Richardson, Jim Sprague, Jim Abraham, Steve Hedworth 
 

 

 

1. Humane Society Concerns 

Via §114 of NYS Agriculture and Markets Law (all City, Towns and Villages), the City of Canandaigua is 

required to have a pound or shelter. In lieu of establishing and maintaining one, the City is part of an inter-

municipal agreement renewed annually with Ontario County that contracts county-wide dog control services from 

the Ontario County Humane Society (OCHS). OCHS is a separate 501 (c)3 organization that is not a county 

agency. Recently, concerns were raised about the about the scope, level, and quality of services that OCHS 

provides as well as financial transparency. At the January 15th Environmental/Parks Committee meeting, several 

community stakeholders discussed these concerns with Council and City County Supervisors Rich Russell and 

Dave Baker. This is a continuation of an overall discussion.  

 

Rich Russell was at the meeting to participate in the discussion. Karen stated we do not expect to find a solution 

tonight, but simply to continue the discussion. Karen turned the meeting over to Renée, who stated she has been 

contacted for several people who do not think OCHS is doing enough. The county gives them a building rent free, 

provides vehicles, but the County doesn’t push their standards to expand the scope of their services. Renée 

doesn’t believe all the money is being well spent and they have operated in the same fashion for 30 years. She 

claims there are examples of OCHS that not taking care of animals and addressing hoarding situations- especially 

with cats. While Ontario County is satisfied with the services provided, she doesn’t think they are holding OCHS 

accountable. She feels peer institutions are doing much more with much fewer resources and OCHS and Ontario 

County need to provide better services for the nearly $500,000 they receive from Ontario County annually. They 

are meeting the terms of the contract, but Ontario County should demand more. Karen was also concerned that the 

cost for spaying and neutering animals is too high and should be included as part of the adoption process. The 

Mayor asked where we go from here, and Renée said she doesn’t know for sure, but Board of Supervisors should 

do something to hold them accountable. The Mayor again suggested that we invite people from OCHS to give 

their side of the story- they really need to be included in anything we do moving forward- Karen agreed. Sara 

Britting was at the meeting and wanted to make some comments. She talked about the work she has done since 

2016, and then discussed how the Ag & Market laws are antiquated. There will be a march in Albany supporting 

this cause. OCHS has been rated satisfactory by the State assessment process, but they need to step up. OCHS 

operates as a dog control shelter, which is where the money goes. Apparently, they are also SPCA, which means 

they should be protecting all animals. If they do not want to be viewed as an SPCA then all law enforcement 

agencies in Ontario County would need to be trained to deal with animal cruelty. Jim had a few questions related 

to the contract- what are the terms? (one year) Are there terms to call for a renegotiation, and Rich said he didn’t 

think so. The third was what revenue sources Tompkins County has, and John said he could reach out to the 

County Manager. Steve speculated it may have something to do with Cornell being there. Jim asked if we have a 

contract with the County, and John said yes- it’s funded through licensing fees for dogs which essentially means it 

breaks even. Renée asked if they are getting the quarterly reports the contract states, and Rich said he can find out 

but he doesn’t sit on that committee. He did send the Dog Control 101 explaining what they do and the scope of 

services. Steve asked if these complaints are a new phenomenon, and Rich said we’ve raised the issue- in his term 

he has never heard it come up. The slideshow he provided was made to their insurance committee, and he also 

believes we should have them come make a presentation. Renée added that it seems OCHS exists to fulfill the 

Ontario County contract, and asked Rich is he felt it was appropriate. Rich said yes, the contract is a reflection of 

the law, but this is an opportunity to ask these questions and make adjustments. He also added the financial aspect 
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will be more closely scrutinized based on the issues that have been raised. He again recommended we have a 

frank, open discussion with OCHS. If OCHS doesn’t want to expand services, the County can’t force them too. 

Renée asked why they aren’t willing to use the leverage they have, and Rich said it takes two to tango. The only 

leverage they have is not having another contract with OCHS, do their own thing, but that would be much more 

expensive. Jim added budget season isn’t for another 9 months, and that should give the County sufficient time to 

start negotiating the contract. If they aren’t willing, we will need time to make adjustments. Rich assured the room 

that this will be brought up, and their budget season starts in April. Jim added that if any movement is to occur, it 

would need to be driven by Rich and Dave. Rich added he hasn’t heard from any other communities, but 

reminded us Ontario County is extremely rural and outside of the two cities the focus is very different. Steve 

asked if it is appropriate for the City to do a resolution, and Dave said that is the best way for us to voice concerns 

without getting overly involved. The Mayor added we shouldn’t take any action until we meet with OCHS- we’re 

asking for things so we need to include them. Steve suggested having a resolution ready for the next committee 

meeting and invite OCHS. 

 

2. Resolution Supporting Lake Friendly Lawn Care Initiative 

For several years, the City of Canandaigua has been exploring ways to protect the lake from harmful chemicals 

found in herbicides, pesticides and fertilizers. To support these efforts, the City and Town of Canandaigua have 

organized the Keep Canandaigua Lake Clean-Education Focus Committee, with representatives from the City, 

Town, Watershed Council, Watershed Association and the Canandaigua Chamber of Commerce, to formulate a 

variety of strategies to educate the public on lake friendly lawn care practices. To show their commitment, the 

City and Town of Canandaigua will be passing identical resolutions supporting the Lake Friendly Lawn Care 

Initiative.  

 

This item was skipped to address item #3 first. We returned to this after completing item #3. There will be a Lake 

Friendly Lawn Care presentation at the Hurley Building March 21st.  

 

Renée moved to take the Resolution to full Council, Dave seconded. 

 

Jim asked where the Town is on this, and they are working on it at the same time. If the Town does any tweeks 

we should do them as well and notify Council of these changes. Steve added other municipalities have passed 

similar resolutions. The Mayor added she thinks its great to get all the surrounding municipals involved. They 

have a strategy to approach large organizations to get them to support these practices. Renée added that 

Thompson is willing to meet about this. Joel objects to this initiative- we’re trivializing a serious threat to the 

community. Dave added the City is limited in how it can legislate, and Steve said perhaps we can find another 

way but not supporting this makes no sense. Renée added passing this resolution is a start, and City Council is 

committed to working on this moving forward. Karen added we haven’t looked at taking action with other 

municipalities, but they are working towards forming these partnerships. Renée added partnering with the Town 

on this is the right way to go.  

 

3 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

3. Buffalo Street Drainage Concerns  

Chris Felix a resident and property owner of 160 Buffalo Street has raised concerns regarding drainage in the 

Buffalo Street area, specifically the amount of time that sump pump operates in his basement. The Jim Abraham, 

Coordinator of Public Works, along with Kevin Olvany reviewed the drainage system and hydrology of the area. 

There were some maintenance issues identified and will be resolved this spring; however, the root cause of 

concerns is a naturally high groundwater table in this area of the City and maintenance/improvements to the 

drainage system will have a diminutive impact. Director of Public Works Jim Sprague, Jim Abraham and Kevin 

Olvany have been invited to the meeting to answer questions and discuss the issue with the Committee. Mr. Felix 

has also been invited to the meeting.  

 

Chris, Alicia, and Don were at the meeting, along with Jim Sprague, Kevin Olvany, and Jim Abraham were also 

at the meeting. Chris thanked everyone for bringing this up- 9 months after purchasing their first home the entire 

basement was destroyed. The retention pond seems to overflow into the woods in the back, and it seems to be 

getting worse. He feels the drainage system is backing up, and while he doesn’t know what is going on, he is 
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concerned the current infrastructure isn’t adequate. He added there might be springs around them but he doesn’t 

think the drainage was designed properly. Something is backing up and it isn’t allowing the water to drain 

properly. Jim A. said a few weeks ago he and Kevin went to look at the area in question, and explained what 

happened when the Chosen Spot pond was put in in 1995. There was a pipe in the bottom that was plugged, and 

there did appear to be beaver activity. The pond will be cleaned but he doesn’t know if it will address the 

concerns. Jim said there is water under ground in the gravel, and there are likely springs underground. He thinks 

they need to do more homework, and talked about the springs referred to in a letter from a former resident. Renée 

asked what the action plan is to move forward. Kevin said he has approached Constellation about doing a larger 

project upstream. There may be grading issues. He added he is not sure why they were allowed to go private 

drainage to private drainage, and maybe there is something that can be done there. Constellation has been great to 

work with in the past so he can reach out. Renée again asked what’s next, and Jim S. said it’s cleaning the pipe in 

the pond and making sure the property owners clean it regularly. They are also looking at hiring a consultant to do 

a BridgeNY grant to address this culvert. Karen asked if the grant is being written, and John said they will be 

meeting with someone to discuss writing it. Jim said if property owners cooperate, they can check the grading on 

the pipes to see if there are any quick fixes to improve waterflow. That said, solving this issue will not be a quick 

fix. Renée asked what an appropriate time frame would be for progress, and Jim said a few months. Jim suggested 

monthly progress reports at this committee meeting. This agenda item will be discussed further at the next 

committee meeting, and will take some time to resolve. 

 

4. Proposed Bottle Bill 

In his 2019 Executive Budget, Governor Andrew Cuomo included a proposal to expand the New York State 

Bottle Bill. The proposed legislation would make most non-alcoholic drink containers eligible for $0.05  

redemption in an effort to combat litter, help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect the environment for 

future generations. At its February 7th meeting, City Council passed Resolution #2019-006 supporting the 

proposed ban on single-use plastic bags in New York State, and there is interest among some Councilmembers to 

pass a similar resolution supporting the expanded New York State Bottle Bill.  

 

The Mayor learned that the DEC is not supportive of this, as it will hurt their recycling revenue. They need that 

funding to operate- she wanted to share that. Dave agreed with the Mayor, and supported finding more 

information before passing a resolution. Renée would also like more information- John said he would provide a 

copy of the bill.  

 

 

Renée motioned to close, Dave seconded. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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APPENDIX C 
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

7:00 PM 

Wood Library  
 

Committee: David Whitcomb, Chair, Nick Cutri, Jim Terwilliger, Karen White 

 

Other Councilmembers: Mayor Polimeni, Bob Palumbo, Renée Sutton, Robert O’Brien 

 

Staff: John D. Goodwin, Rob Richardson 
 

 

 

1. Ordinance Reducing Single-Use Plastics 

Last year, upon the request of Councilmember David Whitcomb, the Ordinance Committee began a 

discussion of an ordinance banning the use of plastic straws in the City. After much discussion the 

Committee decided to explore a more comprehensive approach and potentially adding other items such 

as plastic bags and polystyrene foam items in an effort to reduce waste and prevent pollution. At the 

January 22nd Ordinance Committee meeting, Staff was directed to draft an ordinance to reduce the use of 

single-use plastics. That ordinance has been drafted and will be presented for discussion by Corporation 

Counsel. 

 

Unfortunately, there was no one from Corporation Counsel at the meeting, but Terence used ordinances 

from around New York and the Country to draft the ordinance brought to City Council. Dave would like 

to finalize the ordinance and then start distributing to the various stakeholders. The ordinance includes 

exemptions for Thompson Hospital and medical uses. Dave asked if this would include small grocers and 

Wegman’s, and John said yes. It would also impact gas stations, Sav-A-Lot and all of our restaurants. 

The Mayor said she feels we are way out ahead of this, and that if the City passes something it would 

cause confusion. She thinks we need to do more to educate the public, and that we should really let the 

State lead this process. Karen agreed with the Mayor, and also thinks we’re premature to move ahead 

with the legislation. The education piece is what Council has used for other issues, and we need to do that 

here as well. We need to hold discussions with the impacted parties and educate the consumers. This 

could also hurt Pac-Tiv, and we are trying to work with the Town. This would undermine one of our 

largest employers and hurts our relationship with the Town. Renée thinks the ordinance needs to be 

improved on, and she doesn’t understand why other actions can’t be done in conjunction with the 

ordinance. She found something that acts as a roadmap to banning these types of products, and thinks 

Council can use it. We haven’t done enough research around the alternatives, and in order for this to be 

effective we need to know the ramifications of the legislation we’re going to ass. Pac-Tiv is positioning 

themselves to adjust. It’s not just about the landfill- we need to work on this in concert with the education 

piece. Bob said this could even hurt the farmer’s market and how they pack produce. He is also 

concerned about fundraisers like the chicken bbq with rotary- the impacts of this are far greater than we 

have considered. He does think Pac-Tiv is adjusting- maybe we should ask them what their time frame to 

introduce new products will be. If the City wants this, will it hurt businesses wanting to come here? It 

really should be at the State level. Jim agrees that this is better done at the State level, and if they handle 

it, we can support their initiative. That is where this type of legislation is better placed. Other than 

making statement, this will have no impact. At the State level, the impact would be massive. He would 

like to engage stakeholders and having them come in to educate us. He’d like to see an intensive learning 

exercise. Rob asked if this would include the school, and John said yes. Robert pointed out this would 

cause the district to incur additional expenses if we pass anything. He suggested asking businesses to opt 

in voluntarily. The Mayor said we should invite Pac-Tiv to come in, as well as the schools because of the 
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expense they would incur. Karen again said we should educate before we legislate. Dave would like to 

have stakeholders come present about the impact this legislation would have on the community. This 

would get the word out there and start the education process. John said we need to make sure we invite 

the right stakeholders. John said we should invite the sustainability rep from Ontario County, as well as 

the School, Wegmans, Pac-Tiv, environmental experts, and local businesses. Jim also recommended 

NYCOM, and John said we really need to discuss this with the Town as well. Doug has been told to tread 

lightly, which is concerning with some of the other partnerships we have with them i.e. the Fire 

Department. 

 

New York State Reduction, Reuse Guy not easy to be green. Ntsar3.org 

 

2. Local Development Corporation 

The City, in conjunction with the Canandaigua Area Development Corporation (CADC) and the Town of 

Canandaigua, has been exploring the possibility of forming its own Local Development Corporation 

(LDC). The proposed by-laws, certificate of incorporation, and the resolution that needs to be passed to 

for the LDC have been drafted, and must be reviewed by the applicable parties to determine our next 

course of action. This item was added to the agenda for discussion regarding the draft documents and to 

determine if the City will move forward with establishing an LDC. 

 

John provided a brief synopsis of how we’ve gotten to this point. The draft documents have been sent 

out, and City Council needs to decide if this is the direction we want to go. Dave asked what the primary 

function would be, and John said they would be the economic development arm of the greater 

Canandaigua region. We put aside $50,000 as a placeholder, and the Town did as well. The Chamber 

would host the position. The CADC has also expressed interest in providing significant funding, and if 

this is successful it could be funded through grants in the future. Renée asked what in the draft would 

prevent a repeat in Monroe County. John said one way is open public meetings, as well as requiring 

elected officials from their governing board be on this as well to increase transparency. They would be 

externally audited, and Doug and John would monitor. Renée asked how they would work the IDA, and 

John said as a strategic partner. Thomas Lyon added the Victor LDC has annual audits in their bylaws, 

and recommends adding some specific fiscal management language would be helpful. Bob asked if the 

BID would be involved, and John said they would also be a strategic partner. Jim asked what CADCs 

perspective has been on the early discussions. John said CADC does not want to be a public entity, and 

they aren’t interested in changing how they do business. They are, however, interested in funding this 

initiative. Karen said she doesn’t understand this, how it works with the Town, or how equitable future 

projects could be seeing as the Town has more space to develop. John stated the idea of working with the 

Town is to try and share the risk and benefits of bringing in economic development opportunities. We did 

try funding this on our own in the past and that didn’t work. They are talking about getting a 3-year 

commitment from the Town if we decide to pursue. Dave asked how this is different from before, and 

John said we aren’t paying the Chamber. They are just providing the infrastructure for the LDC to 

operate. The other difference is the Town is an equal partner. Renée asked who the guarantor of the debt 

would be, and John said the LDC. Robert O’Brien doesn’t like this, and wouldn’t consider voting for this 

without some kind of a sunset clause. He doesn’t want us to fund something that would go dormant or 

that is driven by a special interest. Robert asked if there was another approach, and John said yes. We’ve 

been fairly successful without one, so that is also an option. The data from the economic development 

study said we needed an independent body, so that is what these documents would work towards 

establishing. Robert thinks we should improve our City to attract companies, not have to lure them to 

come here. John said he agrees that building somewhere people want to be is the best economic 

development tool, but as it stands were in competition for businesses. If this not something Council wants 

to do, however, we can find another option. Mike Yarger is worried about the LDC abusing eminent 

domain. John said that is part of why they want elected officials making up 40% of the body. Doug told 



  City of  Canandaigua Council Meeting March  7, 2019  

 

Page 22 of 25 

 

Mike they could take away Eminent Domain in the charters, but it doesn’t show up here. Mike wants to 

see that language in any paperwork establishing an LDC. Dave says he tends to agree with Mike, and 

John said they can add that in the bylaws removing any potential for Eminent Domain. Jim agreed with 

this and would like to see it added as a prohibition. Bob asked if the initial investment would cover 

staffing, and John said there would have to be some kind of staffing but that hasn’t been determined. 

John added this is a draft document- we can make whatever changes we would like because we hold the 

purse strings. He’s also concerned this will benefit the Town more, and John said that is always a risk. If 

we decide not to do an LDC, that’s an option but it could impact things down the road. Renée said we 

should look at a paper from 2011 as a guide to set this up correctly- John agreed. He added this was 

drafted by the Town, and he wanted Councils feedback. Renée is really concerned about abuse of tax 

payer dollars and any protections we can add should be added. The Mayor reminded us of the history that 

brought us here- the joint funded study. That study said we should either form an entity, use CADC, or 

use a consultant to manage it. The general feeling was an LDC would give us more control, and she likes 

the suggestions she’s heard tonight, but both the Town and the Chamber would have to approve of any 

changes as well. Renée asked if LDCs usually include chambers, and John said these take a variety of 

shapes based on local dynamic. Bob is concerned this could hurt our relationship with the Town if we are 

battling for the same businesses and want equity. He sees a dynamic where we vote against them, and 

that would also hurt the relationship. John added there is always the potential for unintended 

consequences, and Dave added there are checks and balances via the sunset clause and appointing people 

we trust to the LDC. Dave referenced how Pac-Tiv, located in the Town, benefits the City and how the 

hotel developments in the City will benefit people in the Town. John suggested including the focus areas 

from the study in the paperwork to make sure we get fair representation. Jim pointed out the Town is 

benefitting from the Dog Park, Pickleball Courts, and the Fire Department. Dave asked John to revise this 

and come back to the next committee meeting.  

 

 

Nick motioned to adjourn, Karen seconded. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
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APPENDIX D 

FINANCE/BUDGET COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Committee: James Terwilliger, Chairman, Robert O’Brien, Steve Uebbing, Nick Cutri 

 
Other Councilmembers: Mayor Polimeni, Bob Palumbo, Karen White, Renée Sutton 

 

Staff: John D. Goodwin, Rob Richardson, Jim Sprague, Frank Magnera 

 

1. Habitat Fuel Agreement 

Habitat for Humanity (Habitat) and the City has partnered over the last several years to assist homeowners with 

exterior home repairs and improvements via the Homeownership and Home Preservation Program. Habitat also 

serves the City and surrounding communities with the operation of its ReStore. The ReStore accepts donations and 

resells new and gently uses items to the public which also assists the city in its goal to reduce the amount of waste 

that ends up in landfills. Many donations are collected via scheduled pick-ups from homes and businesses which 

are picked-up utilizing a truck. In discussions regarding methods to strengthen the City’s partnership with Habitat, 

City Staff and Habitat discussed the City selling fuel to Habitat similar to agreements with other community 

partners such as FLCC, the Canandaigua Emergency Squad and Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation 

District. These agreements consist of the purchase of fuel from DPW’s fueling station at the City’s cost plus $0.03 

per gallon. Staff recommends an agreement offering the same terms and conditions to Habitat. Nash Bock, 

Executive Director for Habitat, has been invited to the meeting to discuss the proposal. 

Nash was at the meeting, and John briefly explained the reasoning behind the proposal.  

 

Steve moved to approve the agreement, Nick seconded. 

 

4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

John mentioned that FLCC is concerned about the penalty rate of 10%, and they would like a 1% per month rate 

instead. Because it’s a substantial change John wanted to make sure Council was ok with the change. Robert asked 

if there was a termination clause if they don’t pay, and John said yes. Late payment has never been an issue, and 

we would be able to cut them off if need be. We will offer the same terms to Habitat as well.    

 

2. Funding for Lake Friendly Lawn Care Initiative 

The Adopted 2019 Budget included $10,000 earmarked to educate the public about the risks associated with 

pesticides to the lake and our surrounding environment, as well as information to reduce the use of pesticides in the 

City of Canandaigua. Councilmember Karen White, who is also the Chair for the Environmental/Parks Committee, 

has been meeting with Rob Gray Chairman of the Outreach Committee of the Canandaigua Lake Watershed 

Association (CLWA), to create a Lake Friendly Lawn Care Initiative. Because the CLWA did not anticipate the 

“explosion of interest” in Lake Friendly Lawn Care initiative, only $2,000 was budgeted for materials. They are 

asking Council to appropriate $2,500 of the money designated in the 2019 Adopted Budget to support the Lake 

Friendly Lawn Care Initiative. Rob Gray has been invited to the meeting to discuss the proposal. 

John provided a brief synapsis of the agenda item. We are also getting the surrounding towns in the watershed 

Council involved as well. The funds would go directly to purchase signs, and there will be an attempt to get 

commercial partners to purchase their own. Steve suggested asking for a donation- essentially, we will be 

contracting with the watershed association so they will be the soliciting party. There would also be a standard 

outside agency agreement that goes along with an arrangement like this. Jim asked if it will be ready for the 

Council meeting, and John said hopefully. Karen asked if John has received calls regarding the contact- they were 

concerned about the insurance limit. John said we can work with their limitations. She asked if there will be a 

resolution for the money at the next Council meeting, and John said only if they are ok with the contract. Robert 

asked how the event is going to be publicized, and John and Karen said there will be a variety of digital outlets as 
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well as flyers made available. Karen and Rob Gray will be distributing flyers around town as well. Karen clarified 

this $2,500 will be used for City residents- not everyone. 

 

Nick moved to take this to Council, Robert seconded.  

 

4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

3. Tom’s Mobil (267 South Main Street) Demolition Appropriation  

At its December 6th meeting, City Council unanimously passed Resolution #2018-097 which authorized the City 

Manager to execute an agreement with the New York Environmental Protection and Spill Compensation Fund. The 

agreement requires the City to be responsible for demolishing the structures on site and splitting the proceeds from 

the sale of the property 50/50 in exchange for releasing the City and any future interested parties from any liability 

related to the contamination remediation. The agreement also involves the NYSDEC being responsible for the 

remediation of the environmental hazards. To prepare for the demolition of the structures the City issued an RFP 

for the completion of an asbestos and other hazardous materials pre-demolition survey and develop the required 

documentation to satisfy all State and Federal regulations. The lowest proposal was submitted by AEG 

Environmental Group for $2,500. No funds have been appropriated by City Council for the pre-demolition survey 

nor hazardous material abatement and demolition. As such, City staff recommends that City Council appropriate 

$30,000 from contingency to be utilized for costs associated. 

John provided a brief summary of the request. The additional funding requested would be used to asbestos 

abatement, demolition, and potential contract costs. The goal is to get this done as soon as possible, and DEC 

would like to start digging in March if possible. John’s hope is that the $30,000 will cover everything, but we 

really won’t know until we get in there. Jim S. added that if we do need to do some abatement it shouldn’t be 

terrible- the real concern is the floor. Jim T. asked if we have used contingency yet, and John said this would be the 

first appropriation. Bob asked if we plan to demo the building ourselves, but that depends on the shape of the 

building. We will not be able to remove the canopy and are already looking for bids to handle that portion. Steve 

added he thinks this is such an important project, that putting these funds in John’s control is a fantastic strategy to 

move the project forward. Renée agrees. 
 

Robert moved to approve the request, Nick seconded.  

 

4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

4. Budget Amendment – Repair Fire Department Apparatus T281 

As the Fire Department was putting Tower Ladder Truck 281 back into service after the structure fire that occurred 

on January 27, 2019 at 1936 County Road 10, the motor blew black smoke and broke down. T281 was towed to a 

repair shop which determined that the motor needs to be repaired or replaced. The quotes for repair totals 

$43,703.97 which is more than the 2019 budget within the Fire Department for preventative maintenance and 

repairs for fire apparatus and vehicles. As this is a significant repair, it is appropriate to fund the repair out of the 

Capital Fund. As such, City Staff is recommending a capital budget amendment transferring $44,000 from the 

Capital Reserve to the Capital Fund for this repair.    

John provided a brief synapsis of the situation. Replacing the motor would be close to $57,000 and there is no real 

benefit because the truck is reaching its useful life. These types of trucks cost about $1.2 Million on the low end. 

Jim T. asked if this was the motor for the truck or the ladder, and John confirmed it was the truck motor. Steve 

feels this is a critical piece of equipment that needs to be fixed. 

 

Steve moved to approve the request, Nick seconded. 

 

Jim T. asked if we are down a truck, and John said yes- but other departments know this and are ready to help. We 

have the quint, but with the large buildings we need this will only be so effective. Karen asked if other departments 

have this equipment, and John said yes but their equipment is older and we need this piece of apparatus because 

the tall buildings downtown pose a serious risk. Robert asked when we would get the truck back if the resolution 

passes, and John said if the committee approves this, he will tell the vendor to order the parts. Frank said the repair 

shouldn’t take more than a week or two to fix the engine, and Donn Frarey recommended the people who will fix 

it. The longest delay would be the availability of parts. 
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4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 
   

5. Assessment Challenge Settlements (CNB, Rite Aid and TimFox Properties) 

Recently settlements have been reached for several long-standing tax certiorari cases: (1) Rite Aid at 539 North 

Main Street &170 Easter Blvd; (2) TimFox Properties at 10 Booth Street; and (3) Canandaigua National Bank at 

72 South Main Street and 56 South Main Street. Two of the settlements involve the issuance of refunds for 

overpaid City taxes as determined by the assessment change in the attached settlement. The total amount of the 

refunds that the City owes is $50,194.82 ($0.00 for Rite Aid; $3,277.28 for TimFox Properties; and $46,917.54 for 

CNB). City Staff recommends the appropriation of $50,194.82 from contingency.  

Jim asked Nick to facilitate the item because one of these involves CNB. John provided a brief synapsis of these 

tax settlements and added that some of these settlements are long standing disputes. He also added that we are not 

the only parties involved (County and School District), and the judges have already signed these agreements. Steve 

asked if we have a reserve to pay these, and John said we have used insurance reserves but that language needed to 

use those funds doesn’t exists in the settlements. Steve asked if there are any other large cases, and John said the 

waterpark, Holiday Harbor, Jefferson Apts, and potentially one more. Steve added that during next budget seasons 

we should include funds earmarked for this to prevent budgetary impact. It’s February and we have exhausted a 

large part of the contingency already. Bob asked if we have paid out CNB for previous years, and John said yes 

and he believes the judgment was for a similar amount. Bob asked if this will settle these issues, and John said yes. 

 

Steve moved to accept the request, Robert seconded. 

 

3 in favor (Jim abstained), 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

6. Review of Financial Policies 

It is a prudent fiscal management practice, to periodically review the financial policies of the City. Staff 

recently reviewed and has recommended changes to the following policies:   
 

Budget Amendment Policy: At the January 29th Finance Committee Meeting, Staff presented recommended 

changes to the Budget Amendment Policy. Some members of Council wanted some adjustments to the 

proposed policy, which included having donations reported quarterly, changing the amount of donation that 

comes to Council for approval from $10,000 to $5,000, and language regarding any time the revenue doesn’t 

offset expenditure in the budget amendment coming directly to Council expressly put into the policy. The 

proposed policy has been further amended and will be discussed at the meeting.  

 

John highlighted the changes requested by City Council at the last meeting. Steve is still concerned about who 

owns policy- he’d like to get his mind wrapped around this. Steve doesn’t think this is John’s responsibility- it 

should fall to Terence and City Council. He clarified that he is only talking about policies enacted by City Council- 

not a “dress code” for example. Jim added he thinks it would be useful to have a list of these policies that are in 

place. Jim added he appreciates the work of Staff to make recommendations so they aren’t starting from scratch, 

and the Mayor added maybe we should look at setting timeframes to ensure policies are reviewed periodically. 

John added there are ordinances that we should look at removing as well. Steve again added that he thinks this isn’t 

a City Manager task, but Corporation Counsel. John added this would be a massive undertaking, but Robert thinks 

assembling a list of policies to get an idea of the scope of work is a good starting point. John said he can pull that 

together. 

 

Steve moved to approve the policy changes, Nick seconded. 

 

4 in favor, 0 opposed. Motion carries to Full City Council. 

 

Robert motioned to adjourn to Executive Session, Nick seconded. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 


